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being much wanted at that juncture of affairs. In consequence of which
request from the Council he returned to his seat at the Board and consented
to give his attendance and advice till the arrival of Mr. Holwell by whom he
was superseded in the above mentioned letter per Hardwick.
155.    Mr. John Cooke desiring permission on the 23rd June to relinquish
the  post of Secretary to the Select Committee, we appointed Mr. William
MacGuire to that employ; upon his going Commissary to that expedition we
gave the post of Secretary to the Select Committee to  Mr. Culling Smith.
Mr. Cooke having since requested leave to resign his post of Secretary to the
settlement on account of his sight, which had been much impaired bv six
years* close application to the desk, we assented to ease him of the writing
part of his office, but directed him to continue in the post of Secretary till the
dispatch of the ships.
156.    As it is attended with great inconveniences to your service to have
the posts of Secretary and Accomptant fluctuate from one person to another,
it requiring some time for gentlemen appointed to those posts to make them-
selves masters of the business and forms of the respective offices, we recom-
mend it to Your Honours to send to this Presidency two persons of proper
abilities to be perpetual Secretary and Accomptant without rising in the ser-
vice, with such salaries, allowances and other priviledges of trade as you may
think proper to settle on them.   And we are of opinion it would be usefull if
the Deputys to those offices were likewise filled up from Europe with orders to
succeed in case of the death or return of the heads, as an accident to the gentle-
men sent out, Secretary and Accomptant, would defeat the design of their
being sent abroad unless others were masters enough of the business of those
offices to succeed them.   We do not by this paragraph mean to reflect on the
abilities of your junior servants here ; or those who at present fill the offices,
but as it becomes necessary for the gentlemen of the covenanted list who do
or may enjoy these posts to be removed to subordinates and by their natural
rise in the service succeed to higher stations, we have thought it necessary to
recommend it to your consideration for persons to be appointed from England
to those particular offices without being liable to change or the advantage of
supercedance.
157.    Mr. Thomas Winter, one of the writers who came on the Hardwicke,
departed this life on the 23rd August of a dyssentry.
158.    Mr. Bristow our Resident at Cuttack having gone to the southward
upon the invitation of some rajahs in our interest we appointed Mr. George
Gray Resident at that place and Mr. George Williamson Sub-Secretary in the
room of Mr, Gray.
159.    Upon Mr. Playdeli's beini* ordered in Council to proceed Chief of
the Luckypore factory, Mr. John Johnstone was appointed Chief at Ballasore
and in .his room Mr. Henry Lushington Translator of the Persian Papers
with the allowance of 90 rupees per month paid to Mr. Johnstone.
160.    A   translator   of  Dutch   and   French   letters   being   wanted   and
Mr. Edward Oakes being very well qualified for that employ we conferred it
upon him with an appointment of 40 rupees per month.
16L   The gentlemen at Patna wrote us under date the 25th August that
Meer Iskoola's nephew demanded of them the performance of  a contract